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SUB J : SENATOR RAMAY CONVICTED 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 7725, (B) ISLAMABAD 9253 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 20, A LAHORE SPECIAL TRIBUNAL FOUND FORMER 
PUNIAB CHIEF MINISTER AND BHUTTO STALWART, SENATOR HANEEF 
RAMAY, WHO LEFT PPP WITH GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR IN LATE 1975 
AND LATER IOINED MUSLIM LEAGUE, GUILTY OF SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES. THE TRIBUNAL SENTENCED HIM TO FOUR AND A HALF 
YEARS' IMPRISONMENT PLUS A FINE OF RS. 50,000, OR AN 
ADDITIONAL SIX MONTHS IN PRISON IN LIEU OF THE FINE. 

2. RAMAY WAS ARRESTED AFTER HE MADE A SPEECH IN MARCH 
1976 EN LY ALLPUR, PUNJAB. THE UNANIMOUS VERDICT OF 
THE TRIBUNAL WAS THAT THE SPEECH WAS BOTH LIKELY 
AND INTENDED TO RECKLESSLY (A) PREJUDICE PAKISTAN'S 
RELATIONS WITH CHINA, IRAN, RUSSIA, INDIA, AND 
AFGHANISTAN; (B) JEOPARDIZE THE STRATEGY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS; (C) UNDERMINE THE LOYALTY AND POPULARITY OF 
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LEGALLY CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT; (E) HARM THE SOLIDARITY 
OF THE NATION; AND (F) THREATEN THE PUBLIC PEACE AND 
TRANQUILITY. 

3. OF SPECIAL INTEREST IS FACT THAT THE TRIBUNAL 
ACCEPTED A FINDING BY THE LAHORE HIGH COURT THAT FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ARE NOT A FIT SUBJECT FOR PUBLIC POLITICAL 
DISCUSSION. THE TRIBUNAL STATED THAT FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

ARE TOO COMPLICATED TO DISCUSS IN "UNDIPLOMATIC LANGUAGE" 
AMONG THE LITERATE, MUCH LESS THE UNEDUCATED. THE 
TRIBUNAL'S FINDING SAID DISCUSSION OF PAKISTAN'S 
DEALINGS WITH FRIENDLY NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES SHOULD BE 
RESTRICTED TO "THE DIPLOMATS DEALING SECRETLY, 
STATESMAN-LIKE AND SHREWDLY, LIKE THE PLAYERS OF THE 
GAME OF CHESS," SINCE ONLY THEY HAVE THE REQUISITE 
SKILLS. THE TRIBUNAL JUSTIFIED THIS RESTRICTION ON 
THE BASES THAT A STATE OF EMERGENCY STILL EXISTS IN 
PAKISTAN AND THAT POLITICIANS ARE DISCUSSING DELICATE 
MATTERS IN PUBLIC AS A MEANS OF GAINING POPULARITY 
CHEAPLY. 

4. RAMAY'S SPEECH ALSO MENTIONED THE ATOMIC BOMB. 

THE TRIBUNAL HELD THAT SUCH MENTION AS HE MADE WAS 
HARMFUL TO PAKISTAN'S FOREIGN RELATIONS, SINCE FOREIGN 
POWERS ARE LED TO BELIEVE THAT PAKISTAN INTENDS TO 
PRODUCE SUCH A WEAPON OR THAT PAKISTAN IS INCAPABLE OF 
PRODUCING THE BOMB; EITHER VIEW IS DETRIMENTAL TO 
PAKISTAN’S INTERESTS. 

5. COMMENT: RAMAY WILL DOUBTLESS APPEAL TO THE 
SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN. SUCH APPEAL IS PERMITTED 
UNDER THE RECENTLY AMENDED DEFENCE OF PAKISTAN RULES 
(REF A), BUT IN THE WAKE OF THE FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE 
CONSTITUTION (REF B), THE COURT WILL BE ABLE TO REVIEW 
THE TRIBUNAL'S VERDICT ONLY ON PROCEDURAL MATTERS AND 
THE EXACT LETTER OF THE STATUTE, BUT NOT ON THE ISSUE 

OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS THAT THE CONSTITUTION 
GUARANTEES. EMBASSY BELIEVES IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
SENATOR RAMAY WILL SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY BEFORE NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS. THE POSSIBILITY OF A RECONCILIATION WITH 
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THE PRIME MINISTER AND RAMAY'S CONSEQUENT RELEASE FROM 
IMPRISONMENT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE, HOWEVER, CONSIDERING 
THE FLOATING POLITICAL ALLEGIANCE SYSTEM IN PAKISTAN. 
BYROADE 
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